
10-day writing journey

Parent workshop



Rationale

• Pupils need to be apprenticed into writing in 

different styles/genres/purposes

• Our curriculum mapping needs to account for: 

teaching, rehearsal, forgetting, remembering and 

embedding within and across academic years

• 10 days is a substantial amount of time to 

immerse children in a) content knowledge, 

b) genre features, c) high quality examples etc.

• Each unit will always focus on one of the 4 main 

purposes of writing, with an appropriate genre/task



4 main author purposes

To entertain 

narrative, poem, character/setting description, play script

To persuade 

speech, letter, advert, campaign

To inform 

newspaper, report, recount, biography, essay

To discuss 

balanced argument, newspaper, review 
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Two-week cycle (unit)

Structured, whole-school

approach to writing

Ensures pupils are 

apprenticed into a 

writing style before they 

are expected to write

an extended piece 
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Week 1: immersion

Exposure to high quality texts

Examples of strong writing

Comprehension tasks

Deconstructing pieces

Vocabulary building

Week 2: writing

Planning

Drafting

Writing

Editing/Proof-reading

Assessment

Read aloud



Day Focus

1

Immersion

Retrieval task to assess prior knowledge

Reading high quality texts

Exposure to good and excellent pieces of work



Year 2 

example





Day Focus

2

Comprehension

1. inferences with supporting evidence (2d)

2. retrieval of key details (2b)

3. explain the meaning of words in context (2a)

4. prediction of next / future events (2e)

5. summarise ideas within a paragraph/text (2c)

6. explain how meaning is enhanced by words (2g)

7. suggest how details link to the whole text (2f)

8. make comparisons within the text (2h)



Day Focus

3

Vocabulary

‘Word detectors’ / ‘word collectors’

Build vocabulary banks in advance of Week 2

a) Definitions

b) Word class

c) Prefixes/roots/suffixes

d) Synonyms and antonyms

e) Context clues

f) Matching/sorting/mind mapping

g) Retrieval, Inference, Choice (RIC)



root words



synonyms



word class sort



Day Focus

4&5

Genre study

a) features of the genre (common language)

b) structure analysis

c) related SPaG

d) links with task (e.g. character description)

e) overwrite

f) drama – hot seating/role play

g) character/setting description

h) creating phrases/sentences

i) edit and improve a sample piece of work



Day Focus

6

Plan

Genre / text type

Purpose

Audience

Structure

Vocabulary

Sentence starters – Alan Peat

Punctuation







Day Focus

7

Draft

Pupils turn plan into draft, using checklist sticker 

and genre success criteria (age-appropriate)





Day Focus

8

Edit and improve / write

Children use checklist to improve draft

T may use guided groups to teach a specific skill

e.g. paragraphs, checklist features etc.

Start writing, if time.





Day Focus

9

Write final piece

Use checklist, edited notes, thesaurus etc. 

to write final piece of work.

As children write, annotate margins with codified 

numbers from checklist to evidence features (KS2)
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Day Focus

10

Complete

Proof-read

Self-assess then peer-assess*

*specialist proof-readers / masters of their own work

Read aloud** and celebrate work

**or have partners read each others’ work out loud
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